
BRIDGING RESEARCH AND POLICY ON SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
HEALTH AND RIGHTS 

ACADEMIC 
NETWORK FOR 
SEXUAL AND 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS POLICY

1

Presenter: Dr Simukai Shamu

Director: Prof. Olivier Degomme 

Coordinator: Emilie Peeters



BUILDING ON A SUCCESS STORY

Network goal:
ANSER helps building evidence-based policies that support sexual and reproductive rights for everyone, 
everywhere through:
- Research: joint research projects driven by policy needs
- Education: host innovative training programs
- Service to society: develop research outputs that are directly relevant for policy makers

Approaches:
- Comprehensive  & multidisciplinary approach to SRHR
- Fostering interaction and knowledge sharing between a wide variety of SRHR stakeholders
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MEMBERS: 42 INSTITUTIONS OF WHICH 13 ARE BASED IN AFRICA



WHAT WE DO?

RESEARCH

EDUCATION

SERVICE TO 

SOCIETY

Summer School

Joint Master 

thesis topics

Webinars

Toolkit

PhD NetworkDoctoral School

ANSER elective
course

Courses for
professionals/
policy makers

Knowledge clips

Policy briefs

Technical 
assistance

Knowledge 
Hub

Joint 
research 
outputs

Self-sustainable
network



COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES WITH AFRICAN 
PARTNERS IN 2022
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MOBILITY OPPORTUNITIES – VISITS TO GHENT
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JOINT PHDS AND PUBLICATIONS
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• 7 PhDs 

• Universities:

• Jimma University, Ethiopia

• University of the Western Cape, 

South Africa 

• Aga Khan University, Kenya

• Mbarara University, Uganda

• University of Nairobi, Kenya

• 5 Publications 

• Field: Comprehensive sexuality 

education, HIV prevention, SRH 

during COVID-19

• Countries covered: Eastern and 

Southern Africa



3RD ANSER DOCTORAL SCHOOL (OCT 10-21ST)

̶ Organised by: 

̶ Karolinska Instutet, 

̶ Ghent University, 

University of Nairobi, 

̶ University of the Western 

Cape

̶ 13 students got certificates
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ONGOING JOINT RESEARCH
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̶ CHILI - A Community-based HPV screening Implementation in Low-Income countries
 Ghent University, Universidade NOVA de Lisboa, Jimma University, University of 

Eduardo Mondlane
̶ Improving Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health through a Participatory Parent-

Child Communication Intervention in Uganda
 Mbarara University & Ghent University

̶ I-SHARE - Survey on International Sexual Health And ReproductivE Health during COVID-
19 
 Ghent University, Foundation for Professional Development, Tecchnical University 
of Kenya, Mbarara University, ICRH Kenya
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̶ WEBINAR, 21 July 2022

̶ 40+ policy makers, academics, civil society

̶ data from studies from 8 institutions:

̶ 6 African institutions



STAKEHOLDER MEETING (NOVEMBER 9TH)
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̶ 48 participants

̶ 8 pitches

̶ 5 discussion groups



SRHR POLICY IMPLEMENTATION  RESEARCH

̶ Surveyed 10 member countries on triggers & 

barriers for implementation of SRHR policy

 4 African countries

12



RESEARCH ON HOW TO DEAL WITH OPPOSITION AGAINST 
COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY EDUCATION

 Proposal drafted ‘Study on tackling opposition to CSE in Kilifi County Kenya’ 
̶ Technical University of Kenya 
̶ University of Nairobi

 Idea to work on manual focussing on ‘Parent-to-child communication skills around SRHR’, based on Ugandan
experience

‒ Ghent University, 
‒ University of Cape Town, 
‒ Mbarara University
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NORTH-SOUTH-SOUTH COLLABORATIONS

̶ I-SHARE - Survey on International Sexual Health And ReproductivE Health 
during COVID-19

̶ Rapid assessment of the provision of SRHR, HIV and GBV services at health 
facilities and communities during COVID-19 pandemic in the East and 
Southern African region
̶ South Africa
̶ Zimbabwe
̶ Uganda

̶ Health System Preparedness: Lessons for COVID-19 response in Zimbabwe 
and South Africa (ZimSoNet) 
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NORTH-SOUTH COLLABORATIONS
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Joint 
Research eg

I-SHARE

Joint policy 
reviews & 

manuscript 
writing

Joint PhD  -
Ghent 

University-
University of 
the Western 

Cape

BSc & MSc in 
Zimbabwe

More African 
representative

s in ANSER

ANSER 
Management 
Committee 

member, 2017-
date

Hosting interns & 
Exchange students

SIMUKAI SHAMU

FPD, South Africa

ANSER 2016

Joint Masters 
& PhD 

supervision

Doctoral 
fieldwork: 

University of 
Zimbabwe



CONTACT
More info: 

- Website: https://www.ugent.be/anser/en

- Twitter: @ANSERnetwork

- LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ansernetwork/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true

Subscribe to newsletter via emilie.peeters@ugent.be

Download the ANSER book here: https://www.ugent.be/anser/en/news-events/anser-publication

Other questions: anser@ugent.be or emilie.peeters@ugent.be
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Academic Network for Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights Policy

Email: anser@ugent.be
Tel:+32 9 332 3564

website:
www.ugent.be/anser
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