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REPORT: SECOND EUROPEAN STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE ON 
AFRICAN STUDIES, SESCAS (BASEL, 31.08.–02.09.2022)

ഩZ�>h�� D�Z�h͕ y/�K D�N'͕ s�/d �Z>d͕  d,� ̂ �^��^ d��D͕ �N� W�Zd/�/W�Nd^

�ƚ ƚŚe eŶĚ ŽĨ �ƵŐƵsƚ 2022͕ ϳ2 ǇŽƵŶŐ sĐŚŽlĂrs ĨrŽŵ ŵŽre ƚŚĂŶ ƚeŶ �ƵrŽƉeĂŶ ;ĨrŽŵ 
ZŽŵĂŶŝĂ ƚŽ WŽrƚƵŐĂl ĂŶĚ ĨrŽŵ ^weĚeŶ ƚŽ ^ĂrĚŝŶŝĂͿ ĂŶĚ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ĐŽƵŶƚrŝes ;�Z� ĂŶĚ 
�ĂŵerŽŽŶ͕ ŶŽƚ ŵeŶƟŽŶŝŶŐ ƚŚe �ĨrŝĐĂŶ sƚƵĚeŶƚs ĨrŽŵ �ƵrŽƉeĂŶ ƵŶŝǀersŝƟesͿ ĐŽŶͲ
ǀeŶeĚ Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �Ăsel ĨŽr ƚŚe Second European Students’ Conference on 
African Studies (SESCAS)͘ 

dŚe ^�^��^ ƚeĂŵ ŚĂĚ seleĐƚeĚ 2ϰ ƉĂƉers ŽrŐĂŶŝǌeĚ ŝŶ eŝŐŚƚ ƚŚeŵĂƟĐ ƉĂŶels͘ /Ŷ ĂĚͲ
ĚŝƟŽŶ͕ ƚŚere were ƚwŽ ŬeǇŶŽƚe ĂĚĚresses͕ ƚŚree wŽrŬsŚŽƉs͕ sŝĚe eǀeŶƚs͕ ĂŶĚ ĂŵƉle 
Ɵŵe ĨŽr sŽĐŝĂlŝǌŝŶŐ͘ dŚe ŽrŐĂŶŝǌers ŚĂĚ ŽrŝŐŝŶĂllǇ ŝŶƚeŶĚeĚ ƚŽ ĂǀŽŝĚ ƉĂrĂllel sessŝŽŶs 
ďƵƚ ŝŶ ƚŚe eŶĚ ĐŽƵlĚ ŶŽƚ eŶƟrelǇ ĂǀŽŝĚ ƚŚeŵ͘ ^ŚĂrŝŶŐ ƚŚeŝr ĨeeĚďĂĐŬ͕ sŽŵe ƉĂrƟĐŝͲ
ƉĂŶƚs wŽƵlĚ ŚĂǀe lŝŬeĚ ƚŽ ĐĂƚĐŚ Ăll sessŝŽŶs͘

The first day was memorable with its networking, visiting and group activities, 
but also the different exhibitions. (anonymous feedback from a participant)

KŶ ƚŚe Įrsƚ ĚĂǇ͕  Ă wŽrŬsŚŽƉ ĐŚĂlleŶŐŝŶŐ ŝŶƚerŶĂlŝǌeĚ ŝŵĂŐŝŶĂrŝes ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes 
ĂssŝsƚeĚ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ƚŽ Őeƚ ƚŽ ŬŶŽw eĂĐŚ ŽƚŚer ;ƉŝĐƚƵres͗ /ǀĂŶĂ <ŽēŝƓŽǀĄ 2022Ϳ͘
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dŚe ŽrŐĂŶŝǌers ĚeĚŝĐĂƚeĚ ƚŚe Įrsƚ ĚĂǇ ƚŽ ŶeƚwŽrŬŝŶŐ͕ ĂllŽwŝŶŐ Ăll ƉreseŶƚ ƚŽ Őeƚ ƚŽ 
ŬŶŽw eĂĐŚ ŽƚŚer ĂŶĚ ƚŚe sŝƚe ŽĨ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe͕ ĐŽŶŶeĐƟŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚe sƉĂĐe ƚŚe ^�^��^ 
ƚeĂŵ ŚĂĚ ĐreĂƚeĚ ĨŽr ƚŚeŵ͘ WĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs rĂllŝeĚ Ăƚ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe ǀeŶƵe͕ reŐŝsƚereĚ͕ 
ĂŶĚ eŶũŽǇeĚ ƚŚe welĐŽŵe ĐŽīee ďeĨŽre ƚŚeǇ ŐŽƚ Ă ŐƵŝĚeĚ ƚŽƵr ŽĨ ƚŚe �Ăsler �ĨrŝŬĂ �ŝďͲ
lŝŽŐrĂƉŚŝeŶ Žr Ă ŐƵŝĚeĚ ƚŽƵr ĚŝsĐƵssŝŶŐ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ŝssƵes ŝŶ ƚŚe �Ăsel ĐŝƚǇ sĐĂƉe͘ dŚŝs wĂs 
ĨŽllŽweĚ ďǇ ƚŚe wŽrŬsŚŽƉ Learning to Unlearn. Challenging Internalized Imaginaries 
in African Studies leĚ ďǇ �ĂŶŝelle /sler͕  ĂŶ ĂlƵŵŶĂ ŽĨ ƚŚe DĂsƚers͛ ƉrŽŐrĂŵ ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ 
^ƚƵĚŝes Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �Ăsel ĂŶĚ ŶŽw WŚ� sƚƵĚeŶƚ Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �ĂǇreƵƚŚ͘ � 
ŬeǇŶŽƚe ĂĚĚress ƉreseŶƚeĚ ďǇ ZĂŶĚŝŶ NŝĐŽlĂs͕ ŚeĂĚ ŽĨ ƚŚe �ŶĂlǇsŝs ĂŶĚ WŽlŝĐǇ �ŝǀŝsŝŽŶ 
ŽĨ ƚŚe ^wŝss �ŐeŶĐǇ ĨŽr �eǀelŽƉŵeŶƚ ĂŶĚ �ŽŽƉerĂƟŽŶ ;^��Ϳ͕ rŽƵŶĚeĚ Žī ƚŚŝs Įrsƚ 
ĚĂǇ͘  dŚŝs ŬeǇŶŽƚe wĂs ŽrŐĂŶŝǌeĚ ďǇ ƚŚe sƚƵĚeŶƚs ĨrŽŵ ƚŚe DĂsƚers͛ ƉrŽŐrĂŵ Études 
africaines Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ 'eŶeǀĂ wĂs ĨŽllŽweĚ ďǇ Ă reĐeƉƟŽŶ͘

It was enriching both for meeting other scholars and also on a personal level. 
SESCAS organizers have made the right choice of participants. (anonymous feed-
back from a participant)

dŚe seĐŽŶĚ ĚĂǇ ŽĨ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe wĂs ĂďŽƵƚ us ;ŝ͘e͘ sƚƵĚeŶƚs ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ̂ ƚƵĚŝesͿ͕ ĂďŽƵƚ 
ŽƵr ŝĚeŶƟƚǇ͕  ŇƵŝĚŝƚǇ͕  ĂŶĚ ƵŶĚersƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ wŚŽ we Ăre͘ dŚe ĚĂǇ wĂs ŝŶƚrŽĚƵĐeĚ ďǇ ƚŚe 
ŬeǇŶŽƚe Born coloured—not born free ďǇ ^ŽƵƚŚ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ũĂǌǌ ŵƵsŝĐŝĂŶ �eŶũĂŵŝŶ :eƉŚƚĂ 
wŚŽ ŝŶ Śŝs ĐŽŵƉŽsŝƟŽŶs eǆƉlŽres ƚŚe ĐŽŵƉleǆŝƚǇ ŽĨ ŝĚeŶƟƟes ŝŶ ^ŽƵƚŚ �ĨrŝĐĂ ƚŽĚĂǇ͘

WĂŶel ŽŶe ĨŽĐƵsseĚ ŽŶ ŐeŶĚer͕  ŶŽŶͲŶŽrŵĂƟǀe relĂƟŽŶs͕ ĂŶĚ ƚŚe ĐrŝƟƋƵe ŽĨ ŚeƚerͲ
ŽŶŽrŵĂƟǀŝƚǇ wŝƚŚŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes͕ wŚŝle ƉĂŶel ƚwŽ eǆƉlŽreĚ wŚĂƚ ŝƚ ŵeĂŶs ƚŽ ďe Ă 
wŽŵĂŶ ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ sŽĐŝeƟes ƚŽĚĂǇ͘  /Ŷ ƚŚe ĂŌerŶŽŽŶ͕ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ŚĂĚ ƚŚe ĐŚŽŝĐe ďeͲ
ƚweeŶ Ă ƉŽsƚer wŽrŬsŚŽƉ ĂŶĚ ǀŝsŝƟŶŐ eǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ ĚŝsƉlĂǇs͘ dŚeǇ ƚŚeŶ ũŽŝŶeĚ Ă Living 
Library sessŝŽŶ ŽrŐĂŶŝǌeĚ ďǇ �ŵĂŶƵel �rŝƚŽ reǀŽlǀŝŶŐ ĂrŽƵŶĚ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ŝĚeŶƟƟes ĂŶĚ 
eǆƉerŝeŶĐes ŝŶ ^wŝƚǌerlĂŶĚ͘

dŚeŶ ŝƚ wĂs Ɵŵe ƚŽ seŝǌe ƚŚe wĂrŵ sƵŵŵer eǀeŶŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ eǆƉlŽre ƚŚe ƚŽwŶ ƵŶĚer ƚŚe 
ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐe ŽĨ ƚŚe lŽĐĂl sƚƵĚeŶƚs͘�lleŶ ^Žw ;leŌ͕ ŽrŐĂŶǌŝŶŐ ƚeĂŵͿ wŝƚŚ sŽŵe ŽĨ ƚŚe ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ĨrŽŵ �ĨͲ

rŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes ƉrŽŐrĂŵs Ăll Žǀer �ƵrŽƉe ;ƉŝĐƚƵre͗ /ǀĂŶĂ <ŽēŝƓŽǀĄ 2022Ϳ͘

/Ŷ Śŝs ĐŽŵƉŽsŝƟŽŶs͕ ũĂǌǌ ŵƵsŝĐŝĂŶ �eŶũĂŵŝŶ :eƉŚƚĂ ;�ĂƉe dŽwŶͿ 
eŶŐĂŐes wŝƚŚ ƚŚe ĐŽŵƉleǆ ŝĚeŶƟƚǇ ƉŽlŝƟĐs ŽĨ ^ŽƵƚŚ �ĨrŝĐĂ͘ ,e 
ĚelŝǀereĚ Ă ĐĂƉƟǀĂƟŶŐ ŬeǇŶŽƚe ;ƉŝĐƚƵre͗ /ǀĂŶĂ <ŽēŝƓŽǀĄ 2022Ϳ͘
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The final moment, when we all said goodbye hoping to meet again in the future 
(...) was the most emotional for me because we felt everyone's wish to continue 
interacting, learning from each other, and not to end this experience with a sim-
ple goodbye. (anonymous feedback from a participant)

dŚe ĮŶĂl ĚĂǇ ŽĨ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe wĂs ŝŶƚeŶĚeĚ ƚŽ ĐŽŶŶeĐƚ Ăll ƚŚe reŵĂŝŶŝŶŐ ĚŽƚs͕ eŶͲ
ĐŽƵrĂŐŝŶŐ ƚŚe ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ƚŽ ŬeeƉ ŝŶ ƚŽƵĐŚ ŝŶ ĨƵƚƵre͘ dŚe ƉĂrĂllel ƉĂŶel sessŝŽŶs ĐŽǀͲ
ereĚ ƚŽƉŝĐs rĂŶŐŝŶŐ ĨrŽŵ ŐeŽƉŽlŝƟĐs͕ ŐlŽďĂl ŚeĂlƚŚ͕ ĂrƟsƟĐ ƉrĂĐƟĐes͕ eĐŽlŽŐǇ͕  ĂrĐŚŝǀes͕ 
ƚŽ ŵeŵŽrŝes ŽĨ resŝsƚĂŶĐe͘ �ll ƚŚese ƉĂŶels were ŐeŶerĂllǇ ŵŽĚerĂƚeĚ ďǇ ǇŽƵŶŐer 
sĐŚŽlĂrs ;ŝ͘e͘ ĚŽĐƚŽrĂl sƚƵĚeŶƚs ĂŶĚ ƉŽsƚĚŽĐ ĨellŽwsͿ ŝŶ ŽrĚer ƚŽ ŬeeƉ ƚŚe ŚŝerĂrĐŚŝes 
ŇĂƚ ĂŶĚ ŵĂŬe sƚƵĚeŶƚs ĐŽŵĨŽrƚĂďle͘ 

[My personal take home message is] from Henri Michel Yéré's advice: “sustain 
this contact/bond, collaborate moving forward, do stuff together...” (anonymous 
feedback from a participant)

dŚe ĮŶĂl ƉleŶĂrǇ͕  ƚŚeŶ͕ wĂs ĮƫŶŐlǇ ŝŶƚrŽĚƵĐeĚ ďǇ ,eŶrŝ DŝĐŚel zĠrĠ͕ ƚŚe Įrsƚ ŐrĂĚƵͲ
Ăƚe ŽĨ ƚŚe �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes ƉrŽŐĂŵ ĂŶĚ ƚŽĚĂǇ ƉŽsƚĚŽĐ ĨellŽw Ăƚ ƚŚe �eŶƚre ĨŽr �ĨrŝĐĂŶ 
^ƚƵĚŝes �Ăsel͘ ,e reĐĂlleĚ Śŝs eǆƉerŝeŶĐe ŽĨ ƚŚe Įrsƚ European Students’ Conference 
on African Studies ŚelĚ ŝŶ �Ăsel ĮŌeeŶ ǇeĂrs ĂŐŽ ĂŶĚ relĂƚeĚ ŚŽw ƚŚĂƚ eǀeŶƚ sŚĂƉeĚ 
sƵsƚĂŝŶeĚ ƉersŽŶĂl ĂŶĚ ŝŶƚelleĐƚƵĂl ŶeƚwŽrŬs͘ ,e eŶĐŽƵrĂŐeĚ ƚŚe ĂtteŶĚees ƚŽ ŬeeƉ ŝŶ 
ƚŽƵĐŚ ĂŶĚ ĐĂrrǇ ƚŚe ŵŽŵeŶƚƵŵ ĨŽrwĂrĚ͘ dŚŝs ŝĚeĂ reǀerďerĂƚeĚ well wŝƚŚ Ăll ƉĂrƟĐŝͲ
ƉĂŶƚs wŚŽ ƚŚeŶ sƉlŝƚ ŝŶƚŽ ŐrŽƵƉs ƚŽ ĚŝsĐƵss ƚŚeŝr ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe eǆƉerŝeŶĐe͘ tŚeŶ reƉŽrƚͲ
ŝŶŐ ƚŽ ƚŚe ƉleŶĂrǇ͕  ƚŚe wŝsŚ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚe European Students’ Conference on African Studies 
sŚŽƵlĚ ďe ŝŶsƟƚƵƟŽŶĂlŝseĚ͕ wĂs ĐleĂrlǇ ƉƵƚ ŽŶ ƚŚe ĂŐeŶĚĂ͘

I enjoyed everything, however, if I had to choose, I will say my most memorable 
moment was the last event (the dinner and live music). The presentations were 
over, so everyone was more relaxed and we were able to mingle and simply have 
fun. (anonymous feedback from a participant)

�ƵrŝŶŐ ƚŚŝs ĐlŽsŝŶŐ sessŝŽŶ Ă ƚŚƵŶĚersƚŽrŵ ďrŽŬe lŽŽse͕ wŚŝĐŚ ŇŽŽĚeĚ ƚŚe ďĂseŵeŶƚ 
ŽĨ ƚŚe ďƵŝlĚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ƚŚƵs ƚŚe sersŽďĂr͕  ŝ͘e͘ ƚŚe ǀeŶƵe ŽĨ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe ĚŝŶŶer͘  >ƵĐŬŝlǇ 
ƚŚe ĮreďrŝŐĂĚe ĂŶĚ ƚŚe sƚƵĚeŶƚs ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ ƚŚe ǀeŶƵe were Ăďle ƚŽ ĚrǇ ŽƵƚ ƚŚe ƉlĂĐe 
ĂŶĚ͕ ďǇ ƚŚe Ɵŵe ƚŚe ƉleŶĂrǇ eŶĚeĚ͕ ƚŚe Ɖreŵŝses were ŝŶ Ă ŐŽŽĚ sƚĂƚe ĂŐĂŝŶ͘ �ĐĐŽŵͲ
ƉĂŶŝeĚ ďǇ ƚŚe sŽƵŶĚ ŽĨ �eŶũĂŵŝŶ :eƉŚƚĂ s͛ ƋƵĂrƚeƚ͕ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs eŶũŽǇeĚ ĚrŝŶŬs ďeĨŽre 
ƚŚe sƵŵƉƚƵŽƵs �ƚŚŝŽƉŝĂŶ ďƵīeƚ ƉreƉĂreĚ ďǇ �ĨrŽlŝĐŝŽƵs wĂs ŽƉeŶeĚ͘

MAKING THE IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE (XIAO MENG, SESCAS TEAM)
�ƚ ƚŚe eŶĚ͕ we ĮŶĂllǇ ŵĂĚe ŝƚ͘ dŚe ŵŽŵeŶƚ wŚeŶ we ƚŽŽŬ ƉŚŽƚŽs wŝƚŚ ƚŚe ƉĂrƟĐŝͲ
ƉĂŶƚs͕ ƚŚĂƚ ŬŝŶĚ ŽĨ ĨeelŝŶŐ wĂs ŚĂrĚ ƚŽ eǆƉress ŝŶ ŽŶe wŽrĚ͘ /Ĩ ĂllŽweĚ ŽŶlǇ ŽŶe seŶͲ
ƚeŶĐe͕ / wŽƵlĚ lŝŬe ƚŽ sĂǇ͗ ŝƚ wĂs wŽrƚŚ ŝƚ͊ 

I did not have any expectations coming in, other than meeting new people, pre-
senting my topic, and exchanging ideas. However, this three days’ conference 
turned out to be the best experience (beyond academics) of my life.  (anonymous 
feedback from a participant)

�s ŵĂsƚers͛ sƚƵĚeŶƚs͕ ŚŽŶesƚlǇ͕  / ƚŚŝŶŬ͕ we Ăre ŶŽƚ ĚeĮŶeĚ Ăs ĨŽrŵĂl ŵeŵďers ŽĨ ƚŚe 
ĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ reseĂrĐŚ ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘  te Ăre leĂrŶers͕ we Ăre ƚŚe ďĂĐŬƵƉ ĂrŵǇ͘  ^Žŵe ŽĨ Ƶs 
wŝll ƚĂŬe ƵƉ Ă ũŽď ŝŶ ƚŚe ŝŶĚƵsƚrǇ ŝŶ ƚŚe ĨƵƚƵreͶŵĂǇďe relĂƚeĚ ƚŽ �ĨrŝĐĂ͕ ŵĂǇďe ŶŽƚ͘ 

'rĂƟƚƵĚe wĂs wrŝtteŶ ďŝŐ ŝŶ ƚŚŝs ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe͕ wŚŝĐŚ ŽīereĚ Ă ďeĂƵƟͲ
ĨƵl ĂŶĚ sĂĨe sƉĂĐe ĨŽr Ăll ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ;ƉŝĐƚƵre͗ /ǀĂŶĂ <ŽēŝƓŽǀĄ 2022Ϳ͘
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^Žŵe ŽĨ Ƶs wŝll ƚrǇ ƚŽ sƚĂǇ ŝŶ ƚŚe ĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ wŽrlĚ͘ �ll ƚŚe eǆƉerŝeŶĐe ŐĂŝŶeĚ ĚƵrŝŶŐ ƚŚe 
ŵĂsƚers͛ sƚƵĚǇ ƉerŝŽĚ ƉreƉĂres Ƶs ƚŽ ƚĂŬe ĚeĐŝsŝŽŶs ŽŶ ŽƵr ĨƵƚƵre͘ KƵr ŵŽƟǀĂƟŽŶ ĨŽr 
ƚŚŝs ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe wĂs ƚŽ Žīer sƚƵĚeŶƚs ƚŚe ŽƉƉŽrƚƵŶŝƚǇ ƚŽ sŚĂre ƚŚeŝr ŝĚeĂs ĂŶĚ ĂĐŚŝeǀeͲ
ŵeŶƚs͘ /Ŷ ƚŚŝs reŐĂrĚ͕ / ƚŚŝŶŬ we were sƵĐĐessĨƵl͘ / ŚŽƉe ŝŶ ƚŚe eŶĚ͕ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe 
ĂllŽweĚ Ăll ŽƵr ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ƚŽ ŚĂǀe ƚŚe ĨeelŝŶŐ ŽĨ ĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ eǆĐŚĂŶŐe͘ 

tŝƚŚ reŐĂrĚ ŽĨ ƚŚe wŚŽle ƉrŽĐess ŽĨ ŽrŐĂŶŝǌŝŶŐ Ă ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe͕ / ƚŚŝŶŬ ƚŚe ŵŽsƚ ŝŵƉresͲ
sŝǀe ƉĂrƚ ŝs ƚŚe ŝŵƉŽrƚĂŶĐe ŽĨ ŐeŶerŽsŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ŚƵŵĂŶŝƚǇ ŽĨ ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe ŽrŐĂŶŝǌers 
ƚŽwĂrĚs ƚŚe ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs͘ /Ŷ ƚŚŝs reŐĂrĚ͕ ĂĚeƋƵĂƚe sƵƉƉŽrƚ ďǇ ŽƵr ĨƵŶĚers ĂŶĚ ƚŚe ƵŶŝͲ
ǀersŝƚǇ ĂllŽweĚ Ƶs ƚŽ ŵĂŬe Ă ĚŝīereŶĐe͕ sƵƉƉŽrƟŶŐ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs wŚŽ were lĂĐŬŝŶŐ sƵĨͲ
ĮĐŝeŶƚ ĨƵŶĚs ĨŽr ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƚrĂǀel͕ ĂssŝsƟŶŐ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs ƚŽ Őeƚ ƚŚeŝr 
ǀŝsĂ͕ ĂŶĚ leǀǇŝŶŐ ŵŽĚesƚ reŐŝsƚrĂƟŽŶ Ĩees͘ �eĨŽre ƚŚŝs ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe͕ / wĂs ŶŽƚ ĂwĂre ƚŚŝs 
ŵŝŐŚƚ ďe ƉŽssŝďle ĂŶĚ wĂs ĚŝsĐŽƵrĂŐeĚ ƚŽ ũŽŝŶ ŝŶƚerŶĂƟŽŶĂl ĐŽŶĨereŶĐes͘ ,Žw ĐŽƵlĚ 
/ ƉŽssŝďlǇ ĂīŽrĚ ƚŚe Ăŝr ƟĐŬeƚ͍ ,Žw ĐŽƵlĚ / Őeƚ ƚŚe ǀŝsĂ͍ ,Žw ĐŽƵlĚ / ĂīŽrĚ ƚŚe lŝǀŝŶŐ 
eǆƉeŶses ŝŶ Ă ŚŝŐŚͲŝŶĐŽŵe ĐŽƵŶƚrǇ͍ /ƚ ŝs ƚŚe ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe ŽrŐĂŶŝǌer wŚŽ͕ ŝĚeĂllǇ͕  ĐŽŶͲ
ŶeĐƚs ǀĂrŝŽƵs resŽƵrĐe ƉrŽǀŝĚers͕ ŵĂŬes ƚŚe ŝŵƉŽssŝďle ƉŽssŝďle͕ ĂŶĚ ĐŽŶŶeĐƚs ŵŝŶĚs͘ 

,Žweǀer͕  ŝŶ ƚŚe ǇeĂrͲlŽŶŐ ƉrŽĐess we ĂlsŽ eǆƉerŝeŶĐeĚ sŽŵe ŚĂrĚ Ɵŵes͘ &rŽŵ Ă sƵƉer 
ĂŵďŝƟŽƵs ƉlĂŶ ƚŽ Ă sŵĂller ďƵƚ eǆeĐƵƚĂďle ƉrŽũeĐƚ͕ ƚŚere were sŽ ŵĂŶǇ rŽƵŶĚs ŽĨ 
ĚŝsĐƵssŝŽŶ ŵĂrŬeĚ ďǇ ĂŶŐer͕  ƚeĂrs͕ ĂŶĚ ĨrƵsƚrĂƟŽŶ ďƵƚ ĂlsŽ ďǇ lĂƵŐŚƚer͘  deĂŵwŽrŬ ŝs 
Ŷeǀer sŝŵƉlǇ Ă slŽŐĂŶ͘ �ll ŽĨ Ƶs were wŽrŬŝŶŐ ƉĂrƚ Ɵŵe ŽŶ ƚŚe ƉrŽũeĐƚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂĚ ƚŽ ĚeĂl 
wŝƚŚ ŚeĂǀǇ sƚƵĚǇ ƚĂsŬs͘ &Žr ƚŚe sƵĐĐess ŽĨ sƵĐŚ Ă ƉrŽũeĐƚ͕ ŵƵƚƵĂl ƵŶĚersƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŝs ŽĨ 
ŐreĂƚesƚ ŝŵƉŽrƚĂŶĐeͶĂ ďŝŐ ƚŚĂŶŬ ǇŽƵ ƚŽ Ăll ŵǇ ƚeĂŵŵĂƚes͊

THE IMPORTANCE OF VALUES (RALUCA-MARIA MARCU, SESCAS TEAM)
�eŝŶŐ ƉĂrƚ ŽĨ ƚŚe ŽrŐĂŶŝǌŝŶŐ ƚeĂŵ ŽĨ ƚŚe Second European Students’ Conference on 
African Studies wĂs ĚeĮŶŝƚelǇ ďŽƚŚ ĐŚĂlleŶŐŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ ďeŶeĮĐŝĂl ŽŶ ǀĂrŝŽƵs leǀels͘ NŽƚŚͲ
ŝŶŐ wŽƵlĚ ŚĂǀe wŽrŬeĚ wŝƚŚŽƵƚ Ă sƚrŽŶŐ seƚ ŽĨ ĐŽreͲǀĂlƵes͘ &Žr Ƶs͕ ŽŶe ŽĨ ƚŚe ŬeǇ 
ƉrŝŶĐŝƉles wĂs ƚŽ eŶŐĂŐe wŝƚŚ sƚƵĚeŶƚs ĂrŽƵŶĚ ƚŚe ŐlŽďe͕ ƚrǇŝŶŐ ƚŽ ďreĂŬ ƚŚe ďĂrrŝers 
ŝŵƉŽseĚ ďǇ sƚƵĚǇŝŶŐ ŝŶ �ƵrŽƉe͕ wŚŝĐŚ sŽŵeƟŵes ŝŵƉlŝes ƚŚe ďŝĂs ŽĨ reseĂrĐŚŝŶŐ ĨrŽŵ 
Ă �ƵrŽƉeĂŶ ƉŽŝŶƚ ŽĨ ǀŝew͘

�ŶŽƚŚer ŝŵƉŽrƚĂŶƚ ĂsƉeĐƚ ŽĨ ŽƵr wŽrŬ wĂs ƚŽ ĮŶĚ ďĂlĂŶĐe͘ te wĂŶƚeĚ ƚŽ ƉrŽǀŝĚe 
ĂĐĐess ƚŽ ǀĂlƵĂďle ĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ ŬŶŽwleĚŐe ĂŶĚ ƚŽ ĐreĂƚe Ă lĂsƟŶŐ ŶeƚwŽrŬ ŽĨ sƚƵĚeŶƚs 
;ŝ͘e͘ ĨƵƚƵre sĐŚŽlĂrsͿ ŝŶƚeresƚeĚ ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes͕ wŚŝle Ăƚ ƚŚe sĂŵe Ɵŵe ĨĂĐŝlŝƚĂƟŶŐ 
Ă sƵŝƚĂďle ĚǇŶĂŵŝĐ wŚere sƚƵĚeŶƚs wŽƵlĚ Ĩeel sĂĨe͕ ŚeĂrĚ͕ ĂƉƉreĐŝĂƚeĚ͕ ĂŶĚ͕ ŝŶ ƚŚe 
eŶĚ͕ eŶĐŽƵrĂŐeĚ ƚŽ ĐŽŶƟŶƵe ƚŚeŝr reseĂrĐŚ͘ �Ƶƚ ŝŶ ŽrĚer ƚŽ ĂĐŚŝeǀe ƚŚŝs ďĂlĂŶĐe͕ we 
ŶeeĚeĚ eǆƚerŶĂl ŚelƉ͘ te ĐŽƵlĚ ŶŽƚ ĚŽ ŝƚ wŝƚŚŽƵƚ ŽƵr ĨŽrŵer ĐŽlleĂŐƵes͕͛  ĨĂĐŝlŝƚĂƚŽrs͕͛  
ĂŶĚ ŵŽĚerĂƚŽrs͛ ĚŝreĐƚ ĂŶĚ ŝŶĚŝreĐƚ ŝŶƉƵƚ͘

dŚƵs͕ ŽŶlǇ ƚwŽ ŵŽŶƚŚs ĂŌer we sĂŝĚ ͞ŐŽŽĚͲďǇe ĨŽr ŶŽw͟ ƚŽ ƚŚe ^�^��^ ƉĂrƟĐŝƉĂŶƚs͕ 
/ reĂlŝǌe ŚŽw ŵĂŶǇ ŝŵƉŽrƚĂŶƚ lessŽŶs Ăre ŐrŽƵŶĚeĚ ŝŶ ƚŚŝs eǆƉerŝeŶĐe͕ ŝŶĂsŵƵĐŚ Ăs 
ƚŚere ŝs ŶŽ sƵĐĐess ŝŶ wŽrŬŝŶŐ ĂlŽŶe͘ dŚe ͞sƵĐĐess͟ ŝs ĚeĮŶŝƚelǇ ŶŽƚ lŝŵŝƚeĚ ƚŽ ^�^��^ 
ĂlŽŶe͕ ďƵƚ ƉerƚĂŝŶs ƚŽ ĂŶǇ sŝŶŐle ĂsƉeĐƚ ŽĨ ƚĂĐŬlŝŶŐ ĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ ĂŶĚ ŶŽŶͲĂĐĂĚeŵŝĐ ŝssƵes͘ 
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CHAPEAU, SESCAS-TEAM!
All I would like to add again is “big thanks again to you for organizing this amaz-
ing conference” and I hope another one will be organized in the near future. 
(anonymous feedback from a participant)

...I hope you will be able to organize it in the future for other students because it 
is a good forum for African students. I truly think it contributes to making African 
Studies less male, pale, and stale. (anonymous feedback from a participant)

You were all fantastic. You have all given us incredibly interesting days, full of 
good feelings, and friendships with incredible people that I hope I can cherish for 
life! Thank you team SESCAS. (anonymous feedback from a participant)

FUNDING
dŚŝs ƉrŽũeĐƚ wŽƵlĚ ŶŽƚ ŚĂǀe ďeeŶ ƉŽssŝďle wŝƚŚŽƵƚ ĂĚeƋƵĂƚe ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ ĂŶĚ we wŽƵlĚ 
lŝŬe ƚŽ ƚŚĂŶŬ ƚŚe ĨŽllŽwŝŶŐ ĚŽŶŽrs ĨŽr ƚŚeŝr ŐeŶerŽƵs sƵƉƉŽrƚ͕ ĂllŽwŝŶŐ Ƶs ƚŽ reĂlŝǌe 
ŽƵr ƉŽƚeŶƟĂl ĂŶĚ ĂĐŚŝeǀŝŶŐ ŽƵr ŐŽĂl͗ ƚŚe ^wŝss �ĐĂĚeŵǇ ŽĨ ƚŚe ^ŽĐŝĂl ^ĐŝeŶĐes ĂŶĚ 
,ƵŵĂŶŝƟes͕ ƚŚe &reŝwŝllŝŐe �ŬĂĚeŵŝsĐŚe 'esellsĐŚĂŌ �Ăsel͕ ƚŚe �Ărl ^ĐŚlettweŝŶ ^ƟĨͲ
ƚƵŶŐ͕ ƚŚe DĂǆ 'elĚŶer ^ƟŌƵŶŐ͕ ƚŚe ^wŝss ^ŽĐŝeƚǇ ĨŽr �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes ĂŶĚ ƚŚe �eŶƚre 
ĨŽr �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes͕ hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �Ăsel͘

Xiao Meng ĂŶĚ Raluca-Maria Marcu ďŽƚŚ sƚƵĚǇ ĨŽr ƚŚe DĂsƚers͛ ŝŶ �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes 
Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �Ăsel͘ �ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗ ǆŝĂŽ͘ŵeŶŐΛƵŶŝďĂs͘ĐŚ͖ r͘ ŵĂrĐƵΛsƚƵĚ͘ƵŶŝďĂs͘ĐŚ͘
Veit Arlt ŝs ƚŚe eǆeĐƵƟǀe seĐreƚĂrǇ ŽĨ ƚŚe �eŶƚre ĨŽr �ĨrŝĐĂŶ ^ƚƵĚŝes ĂŶĚ ĨĂĐŝlŝƚĂƚeĚ 
ƚŚe ƉrŽũeĐƚ ŝŶ ƚŚe ĨrĂŵewŽrŬ ŽĨ Ă ƚwŽ seŵesƚers͛ ĐŽƵrse Ăƚ ƚŚe hŶŝǀersŝƚǇ ŽĨ �Ăsel͘ 
�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗ ǀeŝƚ͘ĂrlƚΛƵŶŝďĂs͘ĐŚ͘

�ǆŚĂƵsƚeĚ ďƵƚ relŝeǀeĚ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƉƉǇ Ăƚ ƚŚe eŶĚ ŽĨ ƚŚe ƚŚree ĚĂǇs͛ 
ĐŽŶĨereŶĐe͗ KrŐĂŶŝǌŝŶŐ ƚeĂŵ ŵeŵďer ZĂlƵĐĂͲDĂrŝĂ DĂrĐƵ ĂŶĚ 
ǀŽlƵŶƚeer &ĂďŝĂ �eƚsĐŚĂrƚ ;ƉŝĐƚƵre͗ /ǀĂŶĂ <ŽēŝƓŽǀĄ 2022Ϳ͘


